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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Preliminary Amendment 

1. Claims 1, 9, and 14 are accepted as a preliminary amendment as requested. 

2. Claims 5 and 10 are canceled as requested. 



Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 - 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: the method claims 
do not include appropriate step language. The claim language would be more complete if 
"comprising the step(s) of replaced "comprising" in claims 1 - 8. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4, Claims 1 - 4 and 6 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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Regarding claim L Examiner does not understand where the identification is located 
from the description in claim 1. In hnes 5 and 6 the claim states that a first software 
identification is located:!) in a /dev/dty/ directory; and 2) in one or more program 
instructions for said CSN platform. Sentence clarification as to where the software 
identification is located within is required. 

Regarding claims 2-4 and 6-8 , these claims are rejected due to their dependence on 
rejected claim 1, thus inheriting the rejected Umitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) tlie invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 - 4, 7 - 10, and 12 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Advani et al. (Re. 36, 394) hereafter referred to as Advani. 

Regarding claim 14 . Advani teaches a binding system and technique to Hnk a hardware 
port id to a device id generically appUcable to operating systems such as that in a CSN platform. 
The system includes: 
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an RS232 port configured to be connected to a data input port at a read only printer 
via a printer cable, wherein said printer cable is configured to transmit data from said 
RS232 port to said data input port at said ROP (Fig. 4 specifically shows RS232 port 72 
connected via a printer cable to printer 70 for the transmission of data to the printer; col. 6 lines 
54-55); and 

one or more program instructions stored in a memory for said CSN platform (Fig. 3 

shows program instruction steps for executing the linking below), wherein said one or more 
program instructions are configured to have: 

a first software identification linked with a second software identification so as to 
allow said one or more program instructions to recognize said RS232 port as a destination 
for data to be printed during operation of said CSN platform (Fig. 3 step 62 shows the 
driving of the printing device through the corresponding 'linked' RS232 port; Fig. 4 step 2 
further shows that printer VPRTR has both device name and port address program instruction 
information within the device information file for recognizing the port associated with the 
device; further discussed in col. 2 lines 28-37 and line 60, col. 4 lines 23-33, and col. 6 hnes 44- 
46), 

wherein the first software identification indicates how said RS232 port is labeled in 
said one or program instructions (Fig. 3 program instruction step 42 specifies port number in 
the system, thus providing software identification for the port; col. 2 lines 32-34 and col. 6 lines 
22-23), 

wherein said first software identification is "rOd" in a /dev/dty/ directory_(col. 1 lines 
61-64 and col. 5 line 13 specifically discusses the use of a /dev root directory structure for 
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placing software identifications as well as throughout, wherein other UNIX /etc /usr and so forth 
directory structures are used; the indication of an exact file name "rOd" is design choice and is 
anticipated by Advani), and 

wherein said second software identification indicates said destination (software 
identification is assigned by program instruction step 48 in Fig. 3, wherein the device, in specific 
example printer 70, is assigned a software identification; fiirther discussed in col. 3 lines 19-20, 
col. 4 line 28, col. 5 line 12, and col. 6 lines 34-36), and 

an ROP entry enabled in said one or more program instructions, thereby activating 
printer capability of said one or more program instructions (in the specific example of 
Advani given in Fig. 4 and discussed in cols. 6 and 7, the printer 70 is given an identification and 
fiirther binded 'linked' to an adapter port so that the computing operating system may sent print 
program instructions to the print driver and have it automatically send to the printer 70 for 
printing 'activating printer capability' through the linked port; col. 7 lines 1-1 5)* 

Note: In claims 7, 9 and 14, a very specific directory is claimed for the location of 
software identification. The specification discusses directories on pages 10 and 11 but does not 
give the claimed directory any special meaning or significance compared to any other directory. 
Thus, the choice of directory appears to be a design choice and has no specific meaning in light 
of the specification Accordingly, the claims will be analyzed without weight to a specific 
directory location, just a root-type directory. 

Regarding claim 15 . which depends from claim 14, Advani fiirther teaches that said one 
or more program instructions are in the UNIX programming language (cols. 1 and 2, 



Application/Control Number: 09/822,884 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2624 

wherein Advani teaches the use of his system and technique in the UNIX operating 
environment). 

Regarding claim 9 . all of the limitations of claim 9 are the same as the limitations of 
claim 14 as discussed above except for the limitations listed below. Accordingly^ Advani 
teaches said limitations as discussed in the rejection of claim 14 and therefore they are rejected 
for the same reasons. 

Advani further teaches: a read only printer (ROP) having a data input port (Fig. 4 
shows printer 70 with cable connection, thus showing an input port to the printer for the cable to 
connect). 

Regarding claim 12 , which depends from claim 9, Advani teaches the limitation of claim 

12 as discussed in the rejection of claim 15 as it depends from claim 14. Therefore, claim 12 is 
rejected for the same reasons stated in the rejection of claim 15. 

Regarding claim 13 , which depends from claim 9, claim 14 includes the hardware port 
being an RS232 port and is taught by Advani as discussed in the rejection of claim 14. Claim 

13 is therefore rejected for the reasons stated in the rejection of claim 14. 

ReRarding claim 1 . Advani teaches a method of linking a read only printer (ROP) to a 
CSN (Compact Service Node) platform at a telecommunication facility, said method 
comprising: 

identifying a physical location of an unassigned hardware port on the CSN platform 
where said ROP is to be connected (it is inherent that modern operating systems, such as that 
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of Advani, keep track and are able to identify hardware ports in the system that are assigned and 
unassigned to specific devices); 

locating a first software identification in a /dev/dty directory (col. 1 lines 61-64 and 
col. 5 line 13 specifically discusses the use of a /dev root directory structure for placing software 
identifications as well as throughout, wherein other UNIX /etc /usr and so forth directory 
structures are used) for said unassigned hardware port in one or more program instructions 
for said CSN platform, wherein said first software identification indicates how said 
unassigned hardware port is labeled in said one or more program instructions (Fig. 3 
program instruction step 42 specifies port number in the system, thus providing software 
identification for the port; col. 2 lines 32-34 and col. 6 lines 22-23), and 

wherein said first software identification is "rOd" in the /dev/dty directory (the 
indication of an exact file name "rOd" is design choice and is anticipated by Advani); 

locating a second software identification in said one or more program instructions, 
wherein said second software identification indicates a destination where data to be printed 
during operation of said CSN are to be sent by said one or more program instructions 
(software identification is assigned by program instruction step 48 in Fig. 3, wherein the device, 
in specific example printer 70, is assigned a software identification; fiirther discussed in col 3 
lines 19-20, col. 4 line 28, col. 5 line 12, and col. 6 lines 34-36); and 

modifying said one or more program instructions so as to link said second software 
identification with said first software identification, thereby allowing said one or more 
program instructions to recognize said unassigned hardware port as said destination for 
said data to be printed (Fig. 3 step 62 shows the driving of the printing device through the 
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corresponding linked' port; Fig. 4 step 2 further shows that printer VPRTR has both device 
name and port address program instruction information within the device information file for 
recognizing the port associated with the device; further discussed in col. 2 lines 28-37 and hne 
60, col. 4 lines 23-33, and col. 6 lines 44-46). 

Regarding claim 2 . which depends from claim 1, the structural elements of claim 14 
includes performing the method steps of connecting via printer cable for transmitting data 
and is taught by Advani as discussed in the rejection of claim 14. Method claim 2 is therefore 
rejected for the reasons stated in the rejection of apparatus claim 14. 

Regarding claim 3 . which depends from claim 1, the structural elements of claim 14 
includes performing the method steps of activating a printer capability and is taught by Advani 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 14. Method claim 3 is therefore rejected for the reasons 
stated in the rejection of apparatus claim 14. 

Regarding claim 4 . which depends from claim 1, Advani teaches a binding system and 
technique to link a hardware port id to a device id generically applicable to operating systems 
such as that in a CSN platform. This operating system that completes the binding 'linking' is 
inherently stored in a memory. 

Regarding claim 7 . which depends from claim 1, Advani teaches the Hmitation of claim 
12 as discussed in the rejection of claim 15 as it depends from claim 14. Therefore, claim 7 is 
rejected for the same reasons stated in the rejection of claim 15. 

Regarding claim 8 . which depends from claim 1, claim 14 includes the hardware port 
being an RS232 port and is taught by Advani as discussed in the rejection of claim 14. Claim 8 
is therefore rejected for the reasons stated in the rejection of claim 14. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Advani. 

Regarding claims IL which depend from claim 9, Advani teaches all of the limitations of 
parent claim 9 as taught above. 

While Advani teaches a system for linking an unassigned port to a printing device in 
software in the UNIX environment, Advani does not specifically teach that the UNIX 
environment is a Lucent® CSN-plus platform. 

However, Examiner takes Official Notice that the Lucent® CSN-plus platform would 
have been known to be UNIX based intelligent peripheral platforms. 

It would have therefore been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to place the 
automatic linking peripheral system of Advani into other standard UNIX systems, such as that of 
the CSN and CSN-plus platforms. The motivation for doing so would have been to create a 
process for controlling a peripheral where the user does not need to worry about editing code, 
assigning ports, or other operating system tasks. 

Regarding claim 6 . which depends from claim 1, the structural elements of claims 1 1 
perform the all of the steps of method claim 6. Therefore, claim 6 is rejected for the same 
reasons as stated above in the rejection of claim 1 1 . 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucas Divine whose telephone number is 703-306-3440. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 703-308-7452. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Lucas Divine 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 

Ijd 
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